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Path To Follow Buddha

By Cary Liu
What a “coincidence” to meet Bhikkhu Viipasama ! One
October morning in 2008, I thought to call my Buddhist
uncle who lives in New York out of blue. Although my
uncle and I used to discuss Buddhism quite often, it had

been a very long time since we talked.

During our phone conversation, my uncle mentioned a
Buddhism insight a Buddhist master had said. That insight
really intrigued me. After inquiring further, it turned out
my uncle has been learning from this master who was in-
vited to New York from Taiwan for a number of
years. Taiwan, I ended up thinking out loud, "Does the
master have any plan to stop by the San Jose bay area on
his way back to Taiwan?" My uncle thought about it and
said, "I think he is in the west coast of Seattle, WA area

right now. Let me call to confirm."

West coast, that's great! But Seattle, I thought to myself,
the master might just as well be in New York or Taiwan
because that was still too far for me to travel to at this
point, especially with such a short notice. In a little while,
my uncle called back and said the master was actually, out

of all places, in the San Francisco/San Jose bay



area. He then gave me a cell number to contact directly
for exact details. I dialed the number immediately to learn
that the master was not only in town but also starting the
first day of his week-long dharma talk this very eve-
ning. Wow, really? I thought, what a good timing! Fur-
thermore, I learned that it was also the very first time the

master was giving his dharma talk in this area.

The next concern was to find out about where the location
was. Since San Francisco/San Jose bay area is pretty wide
spread, it could be way on the other side of town which
would mean a long commute not counting evening traf-
fic. Because the person who answered the phone was not
from this area, she had to inquire the address including

which city before getting back to me.

While waiting for the call back, my heart started to hope
the location would be somewhere manageable for me to
drive to. The reason was because my physical energy had

been pretty fatigue for an extended period of time by then,

BERLHAEZGITA

so any stretch of driving would easily discourage me from
going to any event. As much as [ would love to hear the
Buddhist master in person, I needed to consider my physi-
cal strength.

My phone rang again, this time with the physical address
given. After quickly looking it up on the map, I could not
believe my own luck because the location was just a few
blocks away off the same major street. That was enough
sign to show me how meant to be it was. With that in
mind, I made up my mind to jump on my luck by attend-

ing the dharma talk in the evening.

Another side note worth mentioning, I had been originally
scheduled an out-of-town business trip with a booked
flight right before the dharma talk. At the very last min-
ute, a very unexpected emergency happened that forced
my trip to be postponed all the way till the dharma talk

session was completely finished.
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